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30 November 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. McCone

SUBJECT : Brief of Interview between the President
and Aleksei Adzhubei (Editor of IZVESTIA)

1. The first question asked by Mr. Adzhubei was what the President
thought a&bout the present state of Soviet-American relatlions and what in
his opinion must be done by the American as well as the Sovlet Governments
to improve relations between the two countries. The President replied
that the relations today are not as satisfactory as he had hoped they would
be when he first took office. He went on to say that one of the first
things that he did on becoming President was to commit the United States to
an earnest effort to achieve a satisfactory agreement with the Soviet Union
on the cegsation of nuclear tests. The President also sald that we were
not successful, and we were in fact still at the table in Geneva when,
still negotiating, the Soviet Union resumed its tests, tests which must have
been in preparation for many months, at the very time the conversations
were golng on.

2. In regard to the idea that every people shall have the right to
make s free choice as to the kind of government they want, President Kennedy
said that if the people of any country choose to follow a communist system
in & free election after a falr opportunity for a number of views to be
presented, the United States would accept that. The President pointed out
that Mr. Jagan, who was recently elected Prime Minister in British Guiana
is a Marxist, but the United States does not object -- because that choice
was made by an honest election which he won.

3. To the question re idea of concluding & pact of peace bebween the
United States and the Soviet Union, the President replied that we should
have not only an agreement between our countries, but take those steps which
meke peace possible. He sald that he didn't think that paper, and words
on paper are as slgnificant as looking at those areas which provide tension
between the two systems and seeing if we can dispel that tension. He felt
that one of those areas now is the problem of Germeny and Berlin and if
we could meke progress there, then in his opinion, it would provide a most
important step in improving our relations in other areas.

L. To the question re complete disarmament, the President said that
there must be adequate inspection, to meske sure that each side is disarming
and staying in accordance with the agreements which they make. The Soviet
Union has stated that it will permit us, or the international body, to inspect
those weapons which are destroyed but will not permit us to carry out an
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inspection to see what weapons remain. One side could destroy a hundred
bombers but still have a thousand or two thousand bombers left. To pro-

vide for orderly disarmament, we have to inspect not only those weapons which
have been destroyed, but also these weapons that remain. Otherwise we do

not have any guarantee of security for either side.

5. President Kennedy made the point that he recognizes that the
Soviet Union can sign any treaty it wishes with the East German authorities.
However, what he finds to be so dangerous is the claim that the treaty
will deny us our rights in West Berlin, rights which we won through the
war, rights which were agreed to by the Soviet Union, the United States,
Britain asnd France at the conclusion of the war, and which should be con-
tinued. The Presldent went on to say that all Berlin was put under four
power authority by the agreements at Potsdam. East Berlin, which was under
the immediate authority of the Soviet Union, has now been turned over to
Fast Germany in violation of those agreements. And now the Soviet Union
seeks to place Soviet troops in West Berlin. It does not suggest that
the troops of the other three powers be placed in East Berlin. In other
words, the Soviet Union now seeks to share in the control of West Berlin.
The second point is this question of the rights of access in crossing
East Germany. In the President's opinion, 1f such an agreement is signed, if
our rights on the communication lines between the West and West Berlin --
which are now governed by the Soviet Union -- are turned over to the East
German suthorities, and if the East Germans should interfere with that right
of access, for one reason or another, then this would provide for heightened
tension, the Soviet Union might come to the gupport of Fast Germany and
we would find ourselves, instead of having settled thils now, once more
face to face.
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- . In.case you did not have an opportunity to

read the interview between the Pre sident and

Adzhubei, attached is a complete transcript,

together with a brief.
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"TRANSCRIF T of Interview between the Fresident and Aleksei Adzhubei

(Editor of IZVESTIA). In addition, those present were: Mr, Alex Akalovsky
(Interpreter for the Fresident), j#ir. Georgi Bolshikov (Interprecter for Mr,
Adzhubei and Editor of USSR lMagazine), Mr. Fierre Salinger (Fress Secre-
tary to the President), and Mr, Jack Romagna (Shorthand Reporter, White
House 3taff). Held in the living room., the Fresident's residence, Hyannis Fort,
Massachusetts at 10:20 a.m, (E3T), November 25, 1961
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MR, ADZHUBEI: Mr, Fresident, I an happy to get this interview froxr: you,

"and I would like to tell you quite frankly that your election to the high post of

President of the United States office was raet with great hope by public opinion

in our country, In connection with this, I would like to ask you the following

‘question -~

'THE FRESIDENT : May I just say that I appreciate very much your coming to

the United States, Ialso appraciate the opportunity to talk, through you and

through your newspaper, to the péople of the Joviet Union, I think that com-
munication, an exchange of views, an honest repo;'f of what our countries are
like and what they want and what the pedple wish, is in the interests of both
our countries and in the interests of peace, So we are delighted to have this
opportunity,

MR, ADZHUBEL : I would like to ask you the following question. Mr, Presi-

dent, during the elaction campaign, on several occasions you expressed good

intentions with respect to the neces sity of improving Soviet-American relations.

' On the occasion of 'your Inauguration as Fresident of a great country, Nikita

Khrushchev, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, and Leonid

Brezhnev, Chairinan of the Fresidiuza of the Suprerme Soviet of the USSR in

their message to you, expressed the hope that by their joint efforts ouiw coun-

_tries can succeed in radically iroproving our relations and the international

_ situation, They also expressed.confidence that we can, step by step, liquidate

... the existing suspicion and distrust, and thus ‘bring cooperation between our

peoples. On its part, the Soviet government is always ready to support any
good endeavor in that direction, and to do its best for the establishment of a
stable peace in the world, in order that all peoples may live in friendship and

without hatred among thern,

e

MORE
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(Transcript - The Fresident and Mr, Adzhubei) -2
Mr. President, what do you think about the present state of Soviet-American
relations, and what in your opinion must be done by the American as well as
the Soviet governments to improve the relatione between our two countries?

THE FRESIDENT : Well, I would say that the relations today are not as satis-

factory as I had hoped they would be when I first took office, In fact, one of
the first things that I did on becoming President was to cormit the United
States to an earnest effort to achieve a satisfactory agreement with the Soviet
Union on the cessation of nuclear tests. As a result of that effort, at the end
of March, we sent our representatives, along with Great Britain's, tc\> Geneva
for the first time with a complete treaty which we tabled for discussion. I had
hoped that this would be one area where we could make real progress. It would
lessen the contamination of the air, it would be a first step towards disarisa~-
raent, and I felt that if we could achieve an agreement in this area, we could

then miove on to the other areas of disarmaraent which required action.

We were not successful, And, as you know, we were in fact still at the table
in Geneva in August when, still negotiating, the Joviet Union resurned its tests,
tests which must have been in preparation for many months, at the very time

that the gonversations were going on., 3o that has been a disappointment.

In addition, Berlin and Germany have become, I think, areas of heightened
crisis since the Vienna meetin,,. and I think ext.remely dangerou.a to the peace,

which I am sure «- I know - both of our people want.

I think that the Soviet Union and the United States should live together in peace.
We are large countries, energetic people, we are steadily providing in both
our countries an increase in the ,standara of living, If we can kéep the peace
for twenty years, the life of the people of the Sowviet Union and the life of the
people of the United States will be far richer and will be far happier as the

standard of living steadily rises,

Where we feel the difficulty comes is the effort by the Soviet Union to com-
munize, in a sense, the entire world, If the Soviet Union were merely seeking
MORE
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(Transcript - The Fresident and My, Adzhubei) ' -3-

to proteéf it own ~n§.t'io1”1a;,1' intai‘eéts. to protect its own national security, and
would permit other countries to live as they wish -~ to live in peace -~ then I

believe that the probleims which now cause so much tension would fade away,

We want the people of the Soviet Union to live in peace -- we want the cawue for
our gv;n people, It iz this effort to push outward the coramunist system, on to
country after country, that regresents, I think, the great threat to peace. If
the Soviet Union looked only to its national interest and to providing a better
life for its people under conditions of peace, I think there would be no-thing

that wduld' disturb the ‘relations between the Soviet Union and the United States.

MR. ADZHUBEL: That is very interesting, However as a citizen of the Coviet

Union, as a member of the Coratnunist Farty, I cannot agree with you, in that

part of your answer where you aie saying that we are trying to "corazmunize"

- the world, At the 22nd Farty Congresc, which, in our opinion, was -an historic
event, we adopted a programn of comiounist developunent and we caid that we avre
against any export of the revolution, but we are also against any export of
counter~revolution, If we turn to facts, there are many countries in the world
in the affairs of which, from our point of view the United States is interfering.
Y‘esterda.y,' I saw a T.V. prograru which was being shown to millions of Ameri~-

| cans, \&here your cor‘nmeﬁtator aéserted that_ the whdie worldA 1s under complete
threat of the comzﬁunists to captufe the world. “\./'.’e would like -to. see an end

put to this situation.

‘Cur governue nt and our party believe that every peorle chooses such a system:
of government as they like., Austria chose the capitalist way of developraent,

. although Amez;ican_and soviet troops were thare. But Cuba has chq sen anothexr
way of developinent. And we would be happy if you, Mr, President, were to
state that the interference in the affairs of Cuba was a w:istake,  We hope that
the Cuban people will consolidate their own way of life -- as well as the To-
rainican Republic, Ecuador, Brazil and miany other countries. :

"THE FPRESIDENT : May I just say, without getting into a debate, that the

United States supports the idea that every people shall have the right to make a

MORE
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{Transcript - The Fresident and iMr. Adzhubei) . -4~

free choice as to the kind of governrient they want, 1 In the casz of Cuba, let mne
remind you that the Castro revolution was originally supported by the great
majority of the people. When Castro was leading the revolution, the statement
was miade that there would be free elections, and fresdom: for the peorle, and
progreas for the people, But Castiro has not kept that comrm:itment. Until the
present governrcent of Cuba will allow free and hénest elections, in our opinion,
it cannot claim to represent the majority of the people, That is our dispute

with Cuba,

Mr, Jagan, on the otazr hand, who was recently elected Frirze Minister in
British Guiana is a Marxist, but the United States doesn't object ~- because

that choice was w:ade by an honest election, which he won.

if the people of any countxy choose to follow a cornriunist system in a free
election, after a fair opportunity for a nuraber of views to be presented, the
United States would accept that. What we find to be objectionable, and a threat
to the peace, is when a syster: is ircposed by a sr.all zoilitant group by subver-

sion, infiltration, and all the rest.

If the Coviet Union and this country could develop their own resources, and if
you perriitted the peoples of the worid to develon in the way they wish to de-
velop, then, if any nation should choose a cornmiunist systers, we would recog-
nize and accept that. And if they chose another system, then we would hope
that you would recognize and accept that, too. If we could get that on both
sides, I believe the Soviet Union and the United Stétes, which have so much to

zain from: peace, could live in peace.,

MR, ADZHUBEI: I understand you, Mir, President, and I ain very happy to

hear these words frorm: you, because as ycu know,’ the future of the world de-
pends in many respects on the relations between the United States and our coun-
try. Let the people decide what way of development they want to choose, How-
ever I would like to draw your attention to the following historical parallel.
When the Bolshevilks, headed by V, I, Lenin, canie to power, all the capitalist

world was shouting that they were plotters and that there was no freedom in
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Russia but/44 years our country became a great power, DBut this is not the

isgue. Iwould like to ask you another question --

THE PRESIDENT : You are a newspaper m:an and a politician.

- MR. ADZHUBEI: In our country every citizen is a politician, becausz we like

our country very much, The young and the old like the socialist sybtem of our
country and we are ready to fight for it until its victorious end. You are proud
of ybuf country, Mr. President, and we are also very much proud of our own

countzy, a.f;d we are very proud of our party, and we are proud of V.1, Lenin,

Mr, Fresident, sow.etimes ifs said that in order to immprove the relations be-
tween our countries, it is necessary to start with the settlerament of small prob-
lew:s, Cthers believe that too m#ny small issues have accunrulated and that
;_';\erhaps it would be better to start with a big act. We believe that such a big act
was ﬂthe visit by Nikita Sergeyevich iLhrushchev to the United States in 1959, B
unfortuna.fely the regults of that trip were not corapletely satisfactory. Iir.

’ Fresident, what is &our attitude toward the idea of concluding a pact of peace
between the United States and the Soviet Union? That would be a great step
forwa.rd;

THE FRIESIDENT ¢ I think we should have not only an agreer.ent between our

countries, but take those steps which make peace possible, I don't think that
paper, and wordc on paper, are as significant as looking at those areas which

provide tension between our two éyster::s and seeing if we can dispel that tensio:

Cne of those areas now is the problem: of Germany and Berlin, If we could mak.
progress there, then in roy opinion it would provide a most in:portant steg in

irnproving ouxr relations in other areas,

I stated that if we had been able fo get an agreeraent on the nuclear tests cessa-
tion, that would le#d to other agreeraents on disarviaraent., If we can make an
agreement successfully which provides peace in Central Europe, if we can con-
‘clude our efforts in Laos and insure a governraent and a country which are
r;éutra.l and independent, as Chairman Khrushchev and I agreed at Vienna, then

MORE
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(Transcript - The Fresident and Me. Adzhubai) -5-

we would be able to move into other areas of tension. I believe, as I have

said, if we can now male an agrseraent on a saticfactory basis on Berlin and
Gerniany, which is the nost critical area ~- beczuse it represents a matter

of great interest to both our countries, and great concern to our peoples -- then
we could take other steps, If we can solve the problem of Germany and Ber-

lin, Ibelieve we can find our ralations subsiantizi’y fxapoved,

IR, ADZI—IUBE; ¢ Thank you, Mr. Fresident, this is a rost worthy thought.
Zspecially because, as I uaderatand you, ycu intend to taliz serioucsly on these
nroblems with our zovernment, Let me say that t.2 Germar rroblein is of
great iz-.a.portaﬁee tc our country, for mmany reasoms, Not ordv for strictly po-
liti cal reasons, and not only because of prectige considerations. As you know
we have allies -~ Foland, Czechoslovakia, and a nounber of other countries.
liowevar, to date w2 haven't heard an*,; sober voices from the Vest affirming
the int:grity of the borders, existing in Europe and it would bz very imiportant
to heax that, But *here is also another aspect to thz German probleri. In our
country, in the Soviet Uslon there is not a single fonilv that did not lose sonie

czoals of the last war in

kin in the war, You know we are trying to put out
Central Europe., But we do not wish only to play thz role of a political fireraan
as it were, though it is very imaportant, In the hea-t of every Loviet citizen,
in the soul of every Soviet citizen, there ave, as vou know, coals siill burning
from the last war and they are burning his socul and does not let hire sleep
quietly. Thus, solation of the question of a peace treaty is the hope and tran-
quillity in the heaxt of every Coviet man, After 2ll we ave still singing songs
about those who did not come horce fror. the war. . I know that you participated
2

in the war, that you are a hero of the war, and this is why I am tallking to you

in such lofty words, But this, if you wish, is a side-line.

iz, Fresident, in 1958, if I am not miistaken, our governne nt suggested to the

governiient of the United States -- of course, the previous ad=:inistration was

in power then -- that the trade relations between our countries be norrnalized,

Mow, as you know, the trade relations between our countries aze in a very
MORE
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(Transcript - The Fresident and Mr, Adzhubei) -7-

lamentable condition., Before I lefi for the United States, I1had a conversation

. With my friends fror: the Ministry of Foreign Trade, and they asited me to in-

quire with you whether thers are any prospects of improving the trade relatiimg

between our couniries, After all theie ig a very old truth: tessther wiih

E;:}DZ“,S,
tegethey with the exchange of goods, there also comie belter relations amnng
pecples,

THE FRESIDENT : Let me Say that I know that the Joviet Union suffered nore

from World War II than any country, It represented a terrible blow, and the
casualties affected every fawily, including many of the families of those now

in govermment.

I will say that the United States also suffered, tkeugh not so heavily as the
3oviet Union, quite obviously, Iiy brother was killed in BEurope, My sister's

hu sband wasg killed in Furope,

The point is that that war is now over, We want to prevent another war arising
out of Gerrzany, I think the iraportant thing between the United States and the
USSR is not to create the kind of tension and pressure, which'in the naunie of
settling Wozld War II increases the chances of a conflict between the Soviet
Union and its allies on the one hand and the United States and its allieg on the
othexr., What we should aitemnpt to do ic work out a solution through negotiation
which will make it pogsible to keep the peace in Central Europe, And that is

the aim of this goverament,

Now in regard to trade, one of the first thinos Idid on becorning Fresident was
L= U,

to change governraental policy which provided for the adimission of crab meat,
This was not a matter of great dollar value, but had soi-c syzzbolic impostance,
and was a matter which Chairman Khrushchev had spoken about on several

occasgions,

My own. judgrent is that, if we can solve the probleras that we are now talking
about, particularly in Berlin, and ease the general tencion, trade will then in-

crease. What has diminished trade in recent ynonths has been the difficulty

MOBE y
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which we have experienced in Germcany and Berlin, I.would hope tha!:‘ trade
could be expanded, and in ray judgmeat it would expand irnmeddately, if we
can bring about a peaceful and satisfactory solutioa to the interests of all in
Gerraany and Berlin,

your words
MR. ADZHUBREI : I shall corninunicate/to our readers with a feeling of satis~

faction. /e have always thought and still think of the Aive ricans as the realist
It is your esnergy, your realistic approach, that has helped you to create cucha
wealthy country. But now I would like to ask you frankly, Mr, President,

be cause this idea was expresced by you in sevexral instances, whether you
seriously think that the social changes which are happening in the world today
are the result of actions in which IMoscow has its hands? I would like to remin:
you of one thing, You know, in France when the bourgeois revolution won, the
aristocratic Europe accused France of every mortal sin, ‘Vhen the October
revolution won, all the world of the rich condem.ned that revolution, But this
revolution won! You raentioned that a Marxist carae to powesr in British
Guiana. Do you think that events occurred there according to our instructionst?
Of course, we can't give you any assurances that there won't be social changes

in the world, although you will call it the result of the '"hands' of Moscow.

THE PRESIDENT : Let me say, as I indicated, if the people of these countrie:
make a frg‘e choice, that they prefexr the communist ox socialist or any other
kind of syster, then the United States and the people of the United States accept
that, That is why I gave the exaiaple of British Guiana. But of course I do not
hold and I do not say that the Soviet Union is responsible for all the changes
that are cozaing in the world. For exar:ple, since the end of “/orld War II, the
British Ezapire has been turned into independent states, I think 15 of thera. The
French corarcunity has been turned into 21 independent states, There ave

rmany changes in the world, “estern Zurope has joined clocer together in the
Coran.on Market, These are not the result of the caﬁar:sunists‘ effortsi. There
are rrany changes, as I have said, throughout the world, Feople want to live ir
different ways. That is what we want, also, If they have a fair opportunity to

MORE
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make a choice, if they chooss to support corarauniari, we acéept that, What we
object to is the atterapt to itnpose comiraunisrh by force, or a situation where
once a people may have fallen uader coraraunisra, the comimunists do not give

them a fair opportunity to snake another choice.

‘;if e had been ﬁn.clerr thé irapression that the Yalta Apreement and the Potsdax:
Agréement px;ovided for a fre; choice for the peoples of Eastern Europe. They
do noi, iin our opiﬁion, today, have a free choice, You may argue that theyv
raay want té live un&er communi.sm, but if they do not, they ére not given the
opportunity éo éhange.
We believe that-if the Soviet Union -~ without atternpting to impose the com-
will permit
munist system: -- the people of the world to live as they wish to live, relations
between the Soviet Union and the United Stats will then be very satisfactory, and
our two peoples, which now live in danger, will be able to live in peace and with
a greatly increased standard of living. And I bd ieve we have such vast eco-
noraic opportunities now in both of our countries that we should consider how
we can get along, and not atterapt to imipose our views, one on the other or on
anyone else,

MR, ADZHUBEL : Of course, Mr, FPresident, I did not expect in cuch a short

" period of time I'would succeed in converting you to another belief -~ just as you

* did not expect to convert rue. You have talled with our Chairman, the First
Secretary of the Central Comnuittee of the Cozaraunist Party of the Soviet Union,
and he did not succeed in convincing you, nor did he try to do so, This, as you
know, is a maatter of personal outlook, One man may consider certain élections
to be free, while another would consider those elections non-deraocratic, For

7 exaraple, in a nuraber of countries of Latin America, great revolutionary

changes are taking place. For a:long period of tizne you considered that Tru-

Jillo wac ‘elected in a democratic way., You have been saying the same about the

~regime of the Shah of Iran as well, But let us not engage in an arguranent and

let us turn to the next question,

MORE
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{Transcript - The Fresident and Mr, 4Adzhubei) ~10-

MR, ADZHUEI: Mr, Fresident, r-ay I ask you: the following question? I

is well known that the Soviet governrzent has daclared its readiness to accept
any proposal of the Western powerc on-internatioral control and inspection, if
agreement on general and coruplete disarniament is reached, At the same time,
the Soviet govermment doess not exclude the possibility of reaching agreexient

on a nunber of measures which iway decrease the danger of war and which coulc
ve effected in the nearest future. OSuch proposals are, for instance, the propo-
sals on the fresezing of military budgets, renunciaiion of the usa of nuclsar wea-
pons, the conclusion of a non-agression pact between NATO and the Yarsaw
Fact countries, withdrawal of foreign troops frora the territories of other
countries, the establishiment of a nuclear free zonz, or measures againat the
danger of surprise attack, Wait, in your views, fare the procgects of general
and comnplete disarmament, and of decreasing international tensions?

THL FRESIDENT :  Inasmuuch as the Zoviet Union and the Unitad Ciatec agreed

in the declaration of principles in Jepteinber, at the 2nd of the McCloy- Zorin
talks, on the goal of general and com.plete disarzgament, the problern. now be-
comes an atter:pt to immpleinent that goal, stapge by stage., The Soviet Union and
the United 5tates have a basic disagresment which mmust be resolved on this
question., We believe that there inust be adequate inspection, to ruake sure

that each side is disarming and staying in accordance with the agreerssnts which
they make, The Soviet Union has stated that it will permit us, or th: interna-
tional body, to inspect those weapons which are destroyed but will not pernit

us to carry out an inspection to see what weapons rernain, One side could des-

troy a hundred bozabers but still have a thousand &r two thousand bornbers left,

If you are »eally going to provide for oxderly disarinamment, it seemns to nie you
have to inspect not only those weapons which have been destroyed, but also
these weapous that remain. Ctherwise we do not have any guaraantee of security
for-either side. If we can agrée to an effective inbpection systein so that each

country can know that the other is living up to its agreernent, then, in zny epine

ion, we can move into general and complete disariament,

IZORE
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That is why I thought it so viéa.lly important that we raake an agreement on

cessation of nuclear teéting as the fi’rst step, and then proceed step by step
through atoraic wea::ons. through missiles, through the level of ground forces,

the Navy, and all the rest. If we can get ag*eement on ..hat then we can nove

toward general and coraplete disarmament,

I think it would bz helpful it NATC and the Wazrsaw pact engaged in a commﬂ-
went to live in peace with each other, I certainly believe we should takearery

_ conceivable step to prevent surprise attack, I believe that if the relations be-
‘tween our countries can be normalized, there will be less rilitary buildup

_en both sides, but we cannot now withdraw our troops frouw: Europe, way back
across the Atlantic Ocean, when you merely withdraw yousr troops to the Zoviet
Union which iz only a few hundred miles away, That is why we need sorme
understanding of what is going to be the situation in Berlin and in Germany, And
that is why 1 hope negotiations will tél{e place betﬁéen our governme nts quicldy

and will coxie to a successful conclusion,

The statement has been made on 1many occasions that we object to the signing
of a peace treaty, that we regard that as a belligerent act, That is not the
point, It is our view that the statement which the four powers made at Geneva
in 1955 providing for the reunification of Gern.any represents the soundest

- policy. To divide a country, to divide a city, to put up a wall in a city, we be-
lieve, only increases tensions rathexr than dirainish them. And we helieve that,
if the German people were periaitted to be reunified, adequate steps could be

taken to protect the security of all involved,

Mow we recognize that today the Soviet Union does not intend to perinit reunifi-

chxtionQ and that as long as the Soviet Union has tilat policy, Gerraany will not be

reunif.iéd.. The quéstvibn now is whether the Soviet Union wﬂl sign a treaty with

the East Gexrman a.uthomtlea which will increase tension ra.t’;e; than dnmmuh it.

As I said in my speech at the United Na.tlons, we recognize that the Soviet Union

can sign any treaty it wmhes vnth the East German a.uthcrities. What w'e find
M:ORE
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to be so dangerous, however, is the claim: that that treaty will deny us our
rights in West Berlin, righis which we won throuih the war, wrights which were
agreed to by the Soviet Union, the Unitad States, Britain and France at the con-
clusion of the war, and which we believe should be continued. | But if you sign
a treaty with East Gerraany and those rights are subject to the wishes of the
Fast Gerrman authorities, it seems to me that that is going to increase tension.
If the Soviet Union atter:pts in that treaty to turn over jurisdiction over West
Berlin to the XEast Gerrsan authorities, against the wishes of the people of
West Berlin -- if the lines of corzounication and access, froza West Berlin
to the outside world and the West, are coimpletel, under the control cf East
German authoritiec to cut any tixze they so wish'~- then this treaty does not

bring peace, it only increases the dangex.

Now I ar: hopeful that, in the coaversations and negotiations which we hepe to
have with the Soviet Union, assurances will ke given which will permait us to
continue to exercise the wights which we now hav= in West Berlin, as a result
of the existing four power agreeineny and will permit fxee access in and out

of the city. We do not want to stay in Jest Berlin if ths people there do not
want us to stay, But they want us tc stay. V/hen they decide that they don't
want us, we will leave, But as long as they wish us to stay, it seems to e
that the rights which are ours by agreeszent should be maintained, I am: hope-
ful that the Sovist Union will agree with this, and in particular will agree to per-
rnit supplies and people to move in and out of V/est Berlin freely, Then we can
in my opinicn, reach a peaceful settlement in the center of Surope, and if we
can reach an agreemient on this question, then Ib=zlieve our relations will
greatly isnnrove,

MR, ADZHUBEI ¢+ You just ancwered the question I was going to ask. ButI

cannot agree with you, I awu: not a specialist in the field of disarmarzent, but
as I understand it, the McCloy- Zorin agreement was a very important step for-
ward, and we hope that the efforts by specialists who will be auvthorized by our
sovernments will lead to better results, fnd#iow a few words abaut Germany.

ILCRE
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. I I understood correctly the translati:on. I have heard a very unrealistic term,
I have in mind the terra ""East German authorities', It would be more pleasant
‘to hear ''government of the Germian Democratic Republic''. You don't like the
German Democratic Republic , We don't like the Federal Republic of Gern:any,
but we have diplomatic relations with the FRG, we have very good trade rela-
tions with it. Thus, we ave realists, If the governrient of the United States
were not saying "East Gerinan authorities" but were to say ""goverazsient of the

GDR", that would be very good and realistic,

And‘ now a second point, We would like to sign a peace treaty together with

our World War II allies, and we hope that it will be so. It would be a great
happiness not only for our govermment but also for our peorle. Nobody intends
to turn Weot Berlin over to East Germany, That does not make sense. There
is the GDR_ and there is the FRG with its capitalist system, Let's sign a peace
treaty and let us guarantee frecdom for West Berlin by every means -- by
troops of the four powers, by United Nations troops -- and let's thus éua.rantee
its rights, But this is a problera for future negotiation, Now a few words
a.bop.t access to West Berlin, Why complicate such a simple probleiz? Coin-
munica.tionv to West Berlin runs over 100 miles through the territory of the
German Derocratic Republic, If one needs to visit West Berlin, if it is necec-
sary to send people, food or other goods there, then it is very elementary to
ask permission for that of the government of the GDR. Son:etizues I feel --
and I am saying this to you very frankly -- that some evil reople, are atterupting
to complicate simple things and thus are deliberately creating tension, Yes-
terday, when I was talking with your closest advisers, I gave this examaple: if
a wman has his nervous systera extremely strained, he is irritated by every
noise, every sound and everything is taken by hira very suspiciously, Such a
man can create much trouble, We hope that the negotiations which will take
place in the near future, will be objective, realistic, and will be conducted

in an atzaosphere of complete calia,

THE PRESIDENT: May I just make one brief response? All Berlin was put
under four powe r authority by the agreements at Potsdam., Iast Berlin, which

MORE
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was under the irarae diate authority of the JSoviet Uaion, has now been turned
over to East Gernzany in violation of those agieen entt;i" It ia no longer effec-
tively under four-power control, And now the Soviet Union seeiis to place Joviet
troops in West Berlin. It does not suggest that the troops of the othex thx"'ee ‘
powers be placed in Kast Berlin, In other words, the Soviet Union now szels

to share in the control of West Bexlin. That is the first point that is in ques-
tion, The second is this question of the rights of access in crossing East
Germ:any. As I gather it, you would give the East Germqn authorities -~ you
say East Gerrian govemme‘nt -~ the power to iate rfere with that traffic. I is
stated that they would not d§ so, but we have no assurances in Mr, Ulbricht's
statersents which vary frorm week to week, Iuzay opinior;, if such an agree-
maent is siéned. if our fights on the corarnunicatiga linzs between the iWest

and West Bexrlin -~ which are‘norw governed by tho Scviet ﬁnion -- are turned
over to the East Gerrzan éutho::ities, and if the Bast Germans should interiere
with that right of access, for oné reason or another, then fhis would provide

for heightened tension, the Soviet Union raight coz.;;a to the support bof Tagt

Germany and we would find ourselves, instead of having settled this now, once

msore face to face,

The reason why we have been reluctant to recognize East Germany as a sover-
eign powe r is that we do not recognize the divisiaon of Germany, In our opinion
the Gerinan people wish to have one united countyy, If the Joviet Union had
lost the war, the Soviét people thercselves would;object to a line being drawn
through Mcs‘cow and the entire country, - If we hac been defesated in.war, we
_wouldn't like to have a line drawn down the Missicsippi River. The Germans
want to be united. I think it should be possible teé provide for that under con-
ditions which will protect the interests of all conferned. But the Soviet Uhion

believes that it is more in their interest to keep (iermany divided.
Now the question is -- given that decision -- can we provide for the proreciion

L

of our rights in West Berlin, which were agreed to in 1945 by the Zovie® Uzion,

MORE
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so that this is not a continuing crisis? In attempting to work out a solution of
the problems which éame about as a result of World War II, we don't want to
increase the chances of World War III. All we wish to do is maintain a very
limited -- a.nd‘they are a very limited number of troops of the three powers in

West Berlin and to have, for example, an international administration on the
goods and

‘Autobahn so that /people can move freely in and out. Then we can have peace

in this area for years. But if East Germany is going to exercise the right of
authority over that access, we are going to have continued tension the re --
and I simply _do no; see, given the strong interests of both of us in having
peace in this part of Europe, why that is a wise decision, I am hopeful instead
that the negotiations which we are anxious to sce take place wi'll bring about an
agreement on this area which will recognize fairly the interests of all.

MR, ADZHUBEI : Mr., President, since I'm talking to you in a very frank and

friendly manner, I would like to ask you to imagine, atleast for a moment,

the following impossible thing. Imagine. that you were an officer, a veteran
of the Soviet Navy, who fought in World War II. You won the war, and then

the very events occurred which are now taking place. One of the parts of
Germany -- the Federal Republic of Germany -- does not recognize the border
which have been established after the war., It is again building up its armed
forces, The‘Chancellor of that country goes to the United States to talk to the .
President of the United States and they have secret talks. The spirit of re-
vanchism ‘is very high in that part of Germany. What would your attitude be

toward this, if you were a veteran of the Soviet Navy?A

THE PRESIDENT : If I were a Soviet veteran, I would see that West Crermany
now has only 9 divisions, which is a fraction of the Soviet forces. Nine di-
visions. It has no nuclear weapons of its own. It has a very small Air Force

two or three _ ]
-~ almost no Navy, I think perhaps/submarines. So it is not a military threat.

“Its nine divisions are under the international control of NATO, and subject to

the command of the NATO organization, which is made up of 15 countries of
Europe which altogether have, in West Germany now, about 22 or 23 divisions
-~ about the same number as the Soviet divisions in East Germany. So thatI

MORE
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do not see that this country reprecents a military threat now to the Soviet
Union, even thougixl I 'recogﬁize how bitter wae the struggle in World War II --
in the same way tﬁat Japan tedey represents no threat to the United States,
even though tw‘e’nty years ago there were four years of war in the Pacific
.against the Japenese. The power of countries changes -- weapons change --
“science changes -- without missiles, without nuclear capability, with very few

divisions today, I don't believe West Germany is a military threat.

Then I would look at the power of the United Statés, and I would look at the power
of the Soviet Unien, and I would say that the impartant thing is for the Soviet
Union and the United States not to get into. a war, which would de strby both of

our systems, So as a Soviet veteran, I weould want the Soviet Union to reach

an agreement with the United States which recognizes the interests and the
commitments of the United'States-', as well &s our own, and not attempt to en-
force single -handedly a new situation upon the United States which Qould be
against previous commitments we had made. Thé Soviet Union made a commit-

ment in regard to Berlin in 1945, Germany today is divided. Germay today

i

is not a threat to the Soviet Union militazrily.

The 1mporta.nt thmg is to attempt to reach an accord whzch ru:ogmzes the in-
N .

terests of all; and I believe that can be done w1tn respect to Germany I

PRI s o e, oo

fecogmm that there are gomg to be two Germamas as Iong as the Sc:wet Union
i o \ R PR
be\.1eﬂve¥ls tixa}t :};a"t;hs in her 1:xterest. . The problern nowi 1:s* to {?ake sure that,
in any treaty whlch the Soﬁert Umon reaches w1th Last Ge rmany, the rxghts
R T O P A T .

of the other powers are recogmzed in Berlin, ""hpt's all we're talkmg about.
We are not t;ui'uh‘g a.i)ouié enc;ﬁreg‘xng revenchl sm,: bmld ng a great German

’ rmhta.ry mach;ne, .ler(any;h;r;; ;lsesy;eu ‘x;'x“e‘ntlon.. in. any‘peace treaty which is

e [ ; BN
s¢gned w1th East Germany, there must be a recogmtmn of the r1gh1:s of the

.

FEE R i’. .
United States axid the other powers.

Now that does not seem to me to be a threat in any way to the security of the
Soviet Union. That does not provide for any increase in the Western reilitary
' MORE
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forces, which are rather limited there. I think we could have peace in this
century in Central Europe if we can reach an accord over West Berlin, To
pufsue another course in the name of ending World War II -~ a course which

threatens te increase the chance of World War Il -~ represents a wholly un-

wise policy, for you and for us.

So, if‘ I were a Soviet officer and wanted peace, I would think peace can be

won and my country's security can be assured. The Soviet Union is a strong
military power. It has great nuclear capacity, It has misgsiles, planes --

it has a great number of divisions -- it has countries associated with it. No
one is ever going to invade the Soviet Union again, There is no military power
that can do that. The problem is to make an agreement whick will p_ermjt us
to have our interests recogrized, as well as yours, That should not bé beyond

the 'caﬁacity of us both,

Chairman Khrushchev did not, nor did I, make the arrangements in 1945 in
regard to Berlin, Our responsibility, given the situation which is a difficult

one, is to bring about peace, and I believe it can be done.

In short, if I were a Soviet naval officer, I would feel that the security of the
Soviet Union was well protected, and that the important thing now is to reach
an accord with the United States, our ally during that second war,

MR, ADZHUBEIL; Mr, President, I am.about to finish, Of course, you

answered this question not as a veteran of the Soviet armed forces but as
President of the United. States, and that ie quite natural, However, as I
understand you, Mr, President, you are against West Germany's having nu;
clear weapons at her disposal, or in any degree of control over such weapons ?

THE PRESIDENT: - The United States, as a matter of national policy, as'l

said at the.United Nations, will not give nuclear weapons to any country, and
I would be extremely reiucta.nt to see West Germany acqu1re a nucl ear capacity
of 11:5 own, Chancellor Adenauer sta.ted that they would not, in 1954 "‘hat is

still the policy of that government, and I think that is the wise policy,

MORE
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MR. ADZHUBEI : But you know perfectly well that many top posts in NATO

are occupied by German generals, and you know that Europe is very far from
the United States. Don't you think that at some point it might happen that -
German generals might become too influential in NATO?

THE PRESIDENT : That is why I believe it to beé so important to stress the

West German army is integrated in NATO., NATO is now commanded by an
American; and, in my judgment, as long as German forces are integrated in
NATO :- and NATO is under the control of the 15 NATO countries, none of which

wants another war -- there is security for all. And I think that will continue.

Now if this situation changed, if Germany developsd an atomic capability of its
own, if it developed many missiles, or a strong national army ;hat threatened
war, then I would @de rstand your concern, and I would Sl'.l?:‘!fe it._ After all,
we have had two wars in Europe, as well as you. But y:hq;;jitua.tiqp today, and
the situation for the future, is as I have described it. If it changed, then it
would seem to me appropriate for the United Statcs and the Soviet Union and
others to consider the situation at that time, But it is not that way now, so
why take the risk of having the United States, which is a powerful country, and
the Soviet Union, which is also powerful, getting into difficulty with each other,
when there is no real threat in Europe to you or to us, I think that we should

look at things as they are in 1961,

You have stated that you are realists. This is not 1939, 1940 or 1941. Lock
what has happened. As I said, in the Far East, Japan's strength was entirely
different in those years. China's power was also entirely different. Countries
change. Situations change. Afd we have to be realistic enough to see where
the real danger lies. The real danger today is the fact that both of us possess
in our nuclear stockpiles the means to imposé gréat devastation upon each

other -- and we are the ones that have the most t6 lose from war.

Therefore I think, if we look at it realistically, we should be able to reach an
accord which protects the interests of our two great countries, Va’.pd permits us

MORE
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both to go ahead with increasing our standard of living and meeting other prob-
lems, In the United States in the last 14 years our living standard has increased
40 percent. In the Soviet Union it has gone up sharply. Nobody can benefit

more from peace than the Soviet Union and the United States.

I would hope that rather than attempting to talk about conditions in Germany
as they were twenty years ago, we would look at them as they are today. We
have had peace, really, in Europe for 15 years, The problem now is to see if
we can reach a negotiation which can settle this matter for another 15 years.
Nobody knows what is going to happen in the world over the long run, but at
least we ought to be able to settle this matter of Berlin and Germanye

MR. ADZHUBEI : I thank you for your attention and this time that I took

from your weekend rest,

THE PRESIDENT : I appreciate very much your giving me, as President,

this opportunity to talk to the people of the Soviet Union, and your courtesy

in coming here. I want to emphasize that to the people of this country there

is nothing that would satisfy them more than to see the two countries live at
peace, and the people of the two countries enjoying a steadily increasing
standard of living, I was in the Soviet Union as a student in 1939, and I
understand that there have been many changes, and that the standard of living
of the people is rising, The standards of the people of the United States have
also risen, I am hopeful that this interview will contribute in some degree to
better understanding and to peace. For, I repeat again, our two peoples have &.
the most to gain from peace.

MR. ADZHUBEI : Thank you Mr. President.
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